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     OUTLOOK 
                     June, 2016 

 

10010 Fernwood Road, Bethesda, MD  20817           BethesdaUCC.org                      301-365-3387 

CHILDREN LEAD SERVICE ON JUNE 5 
 

Sunday, June 5 is designated Children and Youth Sunday.  On that Sunday the children of BUCC will take 
a major role in assisting Rev. Dee with the service.  They will lead the prayers and responsive readings. 
Since it is the first Sunday of the month, they will assist Rev. Dee by serving the communion elements.  
We will present Bibles to the 3rd grade students and recognize the teachers for the work they have done 
during the year, as well as bless graduates of all ages.   We will also celebrate the contributions of those 
who have volunteered to help during the year.  Please come for this special, creative service.  

On June 19 BUCC will welcome the Rev. Laura Mar-
tin as our guest minister.  Here is a little bit about 
her background. 

Laura Martin is Director of Mission Integration and 
Congregational Care at Rock Spring Congregational 
United Church of Christ. Prior to this, she was Di-
rector of the Patrick Henry Family Shelter and 
Housing Programs, Shelter House for six years, 
providing leadership, direction, and budget man-
agement for four housing programs, including 
emergency shelter for families of 5 or more and 
permanent supportive housing for families where 
the children were at risk of abuse or neglect.  

Laura’s work with the homeless and at-risk began 

in 2001 at New Hope Housing where she began as 
a Volunteer/Community Outreach Coordinator, 
then Case Manager, Senior Case Manager, and fi-
nally Director of Programs for Chronically Home-
less Adults—where she managed an emergency 
shelter, permanent supportive housing programs, 
and a “housing first” program, as well as writing 
annual HUD grant applications.  Laura earned her 
BA, Cum Laude, from the University of Virginia and 
her Masters of Divinity from Wesley Theological 
Seminary, with honors.  She is an authorized minis-
ter in the UCC Potomac Association and a Member 
In Discernment. 

We are looking forward to hearing her. 

GUEST MINISTER, JUNE 19 

LET'S DO LUNCH 
 

After the worship service on June 5, which happens to be Children and Youth Sunday, the Leadership 
Council is organizing a potluck lunch to celebrate the children and their dedicated Sunday School teach-
ers.  They deserve it.  Bring a dish that will serve about six others to share.  It can be your family special-
ty, a new recipe or something from your favorite take-out establishment.  Potlucks are always full of de-
licious surprises.  Beverages, plates and plastic ware will be supplied.  An electronic sign-up sheet has 
been set up and is available at www.SignUpGenius.com/go/8050F44A4AE22AA8-2016. 

After lunch we have a piece of business to take care of.  At the Annual Meeting in February, the congrega-
tion asked the leadership council to explore how BUCC can balance our financial realities with our mis-
sion aspirations.  The Council would like to share with us what they have discovered, so far. It sounds 
like an important event that all members of the BUCC community should attend. 
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 They say that every minister, every pastor, has one 
good sermon, one good story, inside that he or she 
preaches over and over again using different words.   
I’ve wondered what that sermon has been for me—after 
countless conversations in meetings, during coffee hour, 
in the church parking lot, and yes, pulpit sermonizing—
what is that message?   

 I suppose that I could tell you what I hope it would 
be: never to give in to despair.  Rabbi David Wolpe, au-
thor of Making Loss Matter: Creating Meaning in Difficult 
Times, has written:  “Despair is the collapse of hope.  To 
despair is to believe that God’s world is ultimately bleak 
and dark.  Loss is a constant temptation to despair.  
Faith is, if not the antidote, at least the counteragent.”    
He quotes another famous Rabbi, Rabbi Nachman of 
Bratzlav, who said that despair ‘is the greatest sin.’   

 While I could debate on whether or not despair in-
deed qualifies as a sin, I would say that giving in to des-
pair is like dangling your soul from a thin thread before 
the Devil.  I would say that despair isn’t worth your 
time, your money, your brains, your family, your church, 
or your life-blood.  That God created you for so much 
more than this present dark cloud that you find so men-
acing.  That even in the midst of trial beyond imagining, 
a loving God reaches into that darkness to accompany 
you on the way through, even when you don’t believe.  
Even when you refuse to believe.  Even when you, 
kicking and screaming, spit in God’s face for whatever 
you hold God accountable for.  You don’t have to be 
good for God to love you. 

 There are those people for whom that last phrase 
rankles.  They want a God who loves all the good and 
upright people--only.   They want this because it makes 
the world that they have constructed in their head more 
real.  It makes them look good – or, at least more than 
adequate—in comparison with others because they feel 
that they have earned God’s favor and those others, 
whoever they may be, haven’t.  I want to tell these folks 
that God’s favor cannot be merited.  You don’t earn it.  
It is gift.  Pure, undeserved, unmerited gift.   We, none of 
us, have to be good for God to love us.  Thank God for 

that.  None of us would merit THAT kind of grace. 

 But back to despair.  Good people despair often for 
good reason.  Life throws hardballs and they hurt.  They 
sting and the pain lingers. Which is why I hope that you, 
as the Church, understand that the Church must help 
people—whether they be strangers or friends—to repair 
and not to despair.  The Church must communicate the 
love of God unmerited, undeserved, and often unrequit-
ed.  The Church teaches people, over time, to trust this 
empowering love with their very lives and not to despair.  
(Yes, I know that sometimes people despair at the 
Church, but that doesn’t change what the role of the 
Church should be).  Every holy Sabbath, every  
impromptu church gathering, every fly-by-the-seat-of-
our-pants potluck, every mighty mission, every tedious, 
but surprising team meeting, every spontaneous or 
“business-y” email, and every intentional outreach, the 
Church has the opportunity to practice “repairing and 
not despairing.”  Every encounter is an opportunity to ex-
tend God’s grace and lift up a beaten-down soul.    

 I am reminded of these lyrics attributed Jelaluddin 
Rumi: 

Come, come, whoever you are. 
Wanderer, worshipper, lover of living, it doesn't matter 
Ours is not a caravan of despair. 
Come even if you have broken your vow a thousand 
times, 
Come, yet again, come, come. 

 What is the message of the Church?  Ours is not a 
caravan of despair.  God defeated despair through the life, 
teachings, and love of Jesus Christ—and through every 
one of his disciples-- both then and now-- who com-
municates that love irresistibly and irrepressibly.   

 Strive to be THAT kind of disciple and THAT kind 
of church…and join the caravan of HOPE on earth. 

 Peace be with you as you repair for the summer sea-
son. See you in church where we practice with each oth-
er what it means to bless and be blessed.  
 
Rev Dee  

Every Encounter an Opportunity                                          From the Pastor 
Don Hewitt, creator of "60 Minutes," on his special talent as a journalist: My philosophy is simple. It's what 
little kids say to their parents: "Tell me a story." Even the people who wrote the Bible knew that when you deal with 
issues, you tell stories. The issue was evil; the story was Noah.  I've had producers say, "We've got to do something on 
acid rain." I say, "Hold it. Acid rain is not a story. Acid rain is a topic. We don't do topics. Find me someone who has 
to deal with the problem of acid rain. Now you have a story."       
--Terry Ann Knopf in Boston Globe Magazine, in Reader's Digest. 
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Bible Reading … at Home 

(Adapted from SeasonsFUSION - Seasons of the Spirit™ Wood Lake Publishing) 

June 5 - Voice of the Silenced 

1 Kings 17:8–16, (17–24) 
Psalm 146 
Luke 7:11–17  
Galatians 1:11–24 

The readings today invite us to wonder about 
God’s power to save at work among us, even 
when we cannot perceive it. God’s presence and 
care inform our own ministry as courageous 
and faithful agents of God’s powerful love. 
Where is the intersection between God’s pres-
ence and care, and human ministry and witness 
most visible in your community? In what ways 
is the call to discipleship a call to act with cou-
rageous compassion for the sake of any who are 
in peril and silenced? 
REFLECTION: Faithful God, you break bread 
with we who are hungry in so many ways. 
When we are broken, may we find wholeness. 
When we feel lost, may we find a home. May our 
experience of your compassion transform us so 
we can help make you known through acts of 
justice and kindness in the world. Amen.  
 
June 12  -Voice of Justice 

1 Kings 21:1–10, (11–14), 15:21a 
Psalm 5:1–8 
Luke 7:36—8:3  
Galatians 2:15–21 

God’s sons and daughters are called to live lives 
that are holy and just. The choices we make 
each day have consequences. God holds those 
who perpetrate injustice responsible. This judg-
ment stands in tension with God’s welcome for 
those who turn to God for forgiveness. God’s 
passion for justice is a powerful thing. When we 
try to manage things our way, to suit our own 
purposes, things can go horribly wrong. When 
have you seen individuals and corporations try 
to control things for their own benefit, at the  
expense of logic, consequence, and others and 
not spoken out? 
 

REFLECTION: God of power and grace, open 
our hearts to know you care for us. Sustain us 
and give us generous spirits, that we may ex-
tend your compassion to others. Amen. 
 
June 19 - Voice of Silence 
1 Kings 19:1–4, (5–7), 8–15a 
Psalms 42 and 43  
Luke 8:26–39  
Galatians 3:23–29 

The readings today invite us to consider when 
we have been dreadfully afraid, isolated and 
disquieted. While this may be external threat 
and noise, it may also be internal noise that dis-
tracts us completely from our call and direction. 
As we listen to the voice of silence, there is op-
portunity to hear the real concerns of God and 
discover that we are not abandoned and we are 
not alone. Through the silence, we discover how 
to live again in ways that honor God. 
REFLECTION:Ah, God. Silence is indeed gold-
en when it enables us to hear the deepest con-
cerns, those things that matter most to you to 
create the world in your ways. Grant us the 
courage to seek the wisdom in the voice of si-
lence. Amen. 
 
June 26 - Voice of Change 
2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14 
Psalm 77:1–2, 11–20  
Luke 9:51–62  
Galatians 5:1, 13–25 

Transitions are not easy. We learn to deal with 
change, and listen for the leading of God 
through change and to bring change. 
REFLECTION: I thought I coped with change 
quite well, God. But sometimes I am so aware of 
my inadequacies and limitations. I want to trust 
you, practicing what I have seen and know of 
the freedom, love and guidance of your loving 
wisdom. Amen. 
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FUN, FOOD AND BOOKS 

 

You are all invited to the next Seekers get together on Thursday, June 16 at 7 
pm at the home of Jim and Bette for our annual Potluck Dinner and Selection 
of Books for next year.  The address is 11118 Snowshoe Lane, Rockville 
20852, phone 301-231-7144 for more information.  

Please bring something edible to share.   Please email jimbetzoe@aol.com as to what you are bringing so 
that we have a good variety of food.   

And, of course, we need book ideas for next year.  If you have online information about potential books, 
you can email them before our meeting.   

If you cannot join us and have some book ideas, please email them and we can include them in our dis-
cussion. 

Looking forward to seeing you for an evening of food, fun, and books. 

BOOK GROUP 
 
On Tuesday, June 14 at 3:30 pm in the parlor, 
the Book Group will discuss A Spool of Blue 
Thread by Anne Tyler. Copies of this novel are 
available through the Montgomery County Li-
brary. 

“Tyler has proved again and again that a chroni-
cle of middle-class family life in Baltimore can 
illuminate the human condition as acutely as 
any novel of ideas, albeit with a more modest 
demeanor . . . The Whitshanks [are] rendered 
with such immediacy and texture that they 
might be our next-door neighbors.”  
—Los Angeles Times 

All are welcome to join the discussion and fel-
lowship. 

THINKING CHRISTMAS 
 

Really?  Not even Department stores push the 
Christmas season this far forward.  This year the 
calendar has Christmas falling on a Sunday, leav-
ing us with the question of what do we do 
about Sunday services.  We have dealt with this 
situation before and in true UCC fashion, we have 
done just about every variation.  We have can-
celled the service, we have joined with other 
churches in a joint community service, and we 
have held our own service like any other Sunday. 

This year, in order to get ready for the event, we 
took a survey asking whether people wanted a 
service on Christmas morning or not.  We hope 
you all participated.  The results are in and the 
vote was 23 to 16 in favor of cancelling the Sun-
day service Christmas morning.  However, the 
Leadership Council decided that given the appre-
ciable number of people who wanted a service, 
that interested people could have their own ser-
vice.  Essentially this means the Sanctuary will be 
open but there will be no paid pastor or music di-
rector, (although the sound system could be used 
for music.)   Martha will announce that, if someone 
is willing to organize and coordinate a service, 
they are welcome to do it.  Come to think of it, this 
is one variation we have not tried before. 

REQUEST SUSPENDED 
 

Due to the fact that all of the local homeless 
shelters have a tremendous overstock of small 
toiletry items,  the BUCC Sharing Team will no 
longer be collecting toiletries for Bethesda 
Cares. 

tel:301-231-7144
mailto:jimbetzoe@aol.com
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HABITAT YARD SALE A SUCCESS, AGAIN 

 
The Yard Sale to raise money for the multi-church work project at Habitat for Hu-
manity, Garrett County, was again a huge success.  As usual, the sale was held at 
Rockville United Church (RUC).  Much of the credit should go to the many church 
members that came out to buy some of the many "rare and unusual" items offered 
for sale.  Thanks are also due to the church members that came during the week to 
sort and price the donated items as well as work on the day of the sale.  Special 
thanks should be given to Gary Lawson and Jim Cain for doing some real heavy lift-
ing of donated furniture items.  The overall mastermind of this sale, Nicki DeLa Ro-
sa, of RUC,  supplied the following, not quite final, report. 

As of Saturday afternoon, when we closed, we had made $9,549.22.  Don Hartranft, Nancy Clark of RUC, 
and a few others sold items to a pawn shop on Sunday after worship, and to the Jubilee Association. 
These sales brought our total to $10,450.84. We will still have a few hundred dollars from e-bay sales, 
auction, etc. So we’ll easily clear $10,500. We will have some cafe and trash pick-up expenses, but they 
should be minimal. So all in all it was a very good year! Thanks for all you did to make it happen! 

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 

As we reach the end of the Sunday School year, the start of summer church school  
occurs.  This is an opportunity for anyone to sign up for a Sunday and spend an hour or so 
with the youngest members of our faith community.  The lessons can be downloaded 
from the internet so most of the preparation is done.   You can select a Sunday that fits 
your schedule by contacting Jo Ann Linseisen, jlinseisen@gmail.com 

TAKE IT DOWN AMERICA 
(June 14th, 11am-1pm) 

 
Join ABC’s Quantico actress, Aunjanue Ellis, Dr. Michael Eric Dyson, 
Musician Genesis Be, and other celebrities and civic leaders for a ral-
ly at the U.S. Capitol on Flag Day to bring attention to the Confeder-
ate Battle emblem included within Mississippi’s state flag. 

The United States Congress has authority under the 13th Amendment to outlaw any badge, incident,  
relic, or vestige of slavery.  Besides the Mississippi state flag with the Confederate emblem, there are 
countless Confederate monuments on public property across the country.  In fact, last week the US 
House voted to restrict the Confederate flag in national cemeteries. 
 

WHEN: Rally: Tuesday, June 14, 2016 | RSVP: www.eventbrite.com  

WHERE: U.S. Capitol First Street, West Front Grassy Area Washington,  

DC TIME: 11:00am – 1:00pm  

INFO: TakeitDownAmerica@Gmail.com | www.CarlosMooreLaw.com  

mailto:jlinseisen@gmail.com
http://www.eventbrite.com
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POTOMAC ASSOCIATION MEETS 

 
The Spring meeting of the Potomac Association of the UCC was held at Lincoln Congregational Temple 
UCC, near the very diverse U Street corridor of DC.  Lay Delegates Dorothy and Jerry Liddel attended, 
along with Rev Dee, Rev Jean Thompson and Rev. Chuck Myers. 

Following a brief history of the 146 year old church, there was a brief worship service.  Next, there was a 
presentation about the work of OCWM and Global Missions.  OCWM facilitates the UCC's extravagant 
welcome to all people seeking God's influence in their lives.  This is done through many specialized mis-
sions and Outreach programs.  The National Youth Event that will soon be held in the Walt Disney World 
Resort in Florida is one such event.  OCWM is one of five special offerings accepted during the year.  Cer-
tificates were given to the churches that participated in all five of the collections.  The Rev. Jean Thomp-
son accepted the award for BUCC.  (You can check it out on the Bulletin Board in the Narthex.) 

Next there was a report from Shaw Ministries and what they are doing with Potomac Association sup-
port. There is a computer training program for Shaw neighborhood youth.  A computer lab has been set 
up in Lincoln Temple and the young people are learning computer troubleshooting and repair.  A joint 
housing venture has been established between Shaw Ministries and Westmoreland UCC. 

The Associate Moderator made a request for volunteers to help with the 2017 General Synod meeting 
that will be held in Baltimore from June 30 to July 4, 2017.  There is need of volunteers to help on-site 
with registration and information tasks.  They estimate a need for 500 volunteers. 

The Treasurer reported that the Association ran a deficit for 2015.  It can be covered by using reserve 
funds, but this is not a sustainable situation. (Sounds like BUCC.)  A request was made to churches to 
please pay Association assessments promptly.  In the budget it was noticed that the campus ministries 
for the University of Maryland and George Mason were fully supported, however, there was no money 
budgeted for UDC.  In response, we were told that UDC was not being discriminated against, it was just 
because there is no organized group at UDC to support. 

Ann Foltz described the UCC mission to Colombia.  The Rev. Adora Lee described the church's global 
mission project to South Africa. 

A resolution was proposed for presentation to the next CAC meeting from the Potomac Association.  It 
concerns a requirement that individual church search committees interview at least one person from a 
historically underrepresented group for all ministerial positions.  That would include LGBTQ persons (as 
far as it can be, and is known) in the candidate pool, as well as racial diversity.  In the discussion it was 
suggested that the number of required candidate interviews be raised from 1 to 3.  In response it was 
pointed out that for some churches there may not be three interested candidates.   The motion in favor 
of the resolution, as presented, passed unanimously (with one abstention.) 

The Association meeting then adjourned and we went to lunch. 

After lunch we reassembled as an Ecclesiastical Council to consider Tabea Muenz for ordination.  She is 
from Germany and is the daughter of a Methodist Minister.  She came to the Washington area to attend 
Wesley Seminary,  She is attracted to the UCC because of its extravagant welcome. Ms. Muenz has a call 
to the United Church in DC to serve the many German speaking members in that church.  She pointed out 
that it is important for this church to have a German speaking pastor because, for some life events, such 
as baptisms and funerals, one's native language is important.  Tabea was unanimously approved for or-
dination. 

The Ecclesiastical Council closed with a prayer, offered by Ms. Muenz in German 
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Outlook Submission Deadline:   
Friday,  June 24 12:00  (Noon) 

 
OUTLOOK is published monthly.  Please place items 
for publication in the mailbox in the church office or  

Email to dotjerliddel@gmail.com with a copy to  
admin@BethesdaUCC.org   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
7:00 PM Metro 
Garden Club 

2 3 
12:30 PM  
Islamic Center of 
Maryland 
7:00 PM  
CrossPointe Fellow-
ship 

4 
9:00 AM SDA 
5:00 PM SDA 

5 
Children and Youth  
Sunday 
8:30 AM Choir Practice 
10:30 AM Worship  
Service, Sunday School 
12:00 PM Potluck Lunch 
2:00 PM CrossPointe Fel-
lowship 

6 7 
3:30 PM Worship 
Team 

8 9 
7:00 PM  
Christian  
Education Team 

10 
12:30 PM  
Islamic Center of 
Maryland 
7:00 PM  
CrossPointe Fellow-
ship 

11 
9:00 AM SDA 
5:00 PM SDA 

12 
8:30 AM Choir Practice 
10:30 AM Worship  
Service, Sunday School 
12:00 PM Conversations 
on Race 
2:00 PM CrossPointe Fel-
lowship 

13 
7:00 PM  
Trustees  
Meeting 

14 
10:30 AM  
Potomac Assn 
Church & Ministry 
Group 
3:30 PM BUCC 
Book Group 

15 16 17 
12:30 PM  
Islamic Center of 
Maryland 
7:00 PM  
CrossPointe Fellow-
ship 

18 
9:00 AM SDA 
5:00 PM SDA 

19 
8:30 AM Choir Practice 
10:30 AM Worship  
Service, Sunday School 
2:00 PM CrossPointe Fel-
lowship 

20 21 
7:00 PM  
Leadership  
Council Meeting 

22 23 24 
12:00 PM DEADLI
NE for OUTLOOK 
Articles 
12:30 PM  
Islamic Center of 
Maryland 
7:00 PM  
CrossPointe Fellow-
ship 

25 
9:00 AM SDA 
5:00 PM SDA 

26 
8:30 AM Choir Practice 
10:30 AM Worship  
Service, Sunday School 
2:00 PM CrossPointe Fel-
lowship 

27 28 29 30 
7:30 PM Pastor 
Parish Relations 
Team 

  

BUCC — JUNE 2016 

OUTLOOK IS ALSO  
AVAILABLE  

ELECTRONICALLY 
 

If you would like to receive a full color PDF of this 
publication delivered to you via e-mail, just e-mail 
Colleen at admin@bethesdaucc.org to be added to 
the distribution list.   
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OUTLOOK 

 

 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUNDAY 
JUNE 5 

 
followed by a 

 

POTLUCK LUNCHEON 
in Fellowship Hall after Worship service 

 
 
 

 

Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored." 

-- Aldous Huxley, 
writer  


